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PREFACE

The operation portrayed in this monograph was a small, but
highly significant phase of & much larger operation known as the
"PLEIKU CAMPAIGN" conducted by units of the lst Cavalry Division
{(AIRMOBILE) from 23 October to 25 November 1965.

Information on the events preceding and following those
described in this monograph may be found in two detailed after
action reports. The attack on the Plef Me camp, and the oPéra-
tion to relieve the cmpis covered in "COMBAT OPERATIONS AFTER
ACTION REPORT", (MACV/RCS/J3/32), Headquarters, Special Tactical
Zone 24, Advisory Detachment, APQO US Forces 96499, The "PLEIKU
CAMPAIGN" as conducted by units of the lat Cavalry Division
(ATRMOBILE) is outlined f{n "OPERATIONS REPORT - LESSONS LEARNED,
3-66 - THE PLEIKU CAMPAIGN", Headquarters, Department of the Army,
10 May 1966,

Special acknowledgement is given to the "AFTER ACTION REPORT,
IA DRANG VALLEY OPERATION, lst BATTALION, 7th CAVALRY, 14-16
NOVEMBER 1965", Headquarters, lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry, lst
Cavalry Division(AIRMOBILE), APO San Prancisco 96490, Despite my
presence on the battlefield as C Company Commander, I was not
familiar with many actions that occurred throughout the battalion
area., These missing links were supplied by this very comprehen-
sive report prepared by Colonel Harold §. Moore, Jr., Cummandiﬁg

Officer, 1lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry.
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INTRODUCT ION

In mid October 1965 the Special Forces camp at Plei Me
(ZA164058) (TAB A), located approximately 35 kilometers south of
Pleiku, was attacked by a large North Vietnamese Army force. Sub-
sequent intelligence identified these forces as the 32nd and 33rd
North Vietnamese Regiments., (6:10) 1t was believed that these
units were newly Infiltrated from North Viet Nam, and that they
had a twofold mission in attacking the camp: Pirst, an introduc-
tion to battle for their troops; and second, the destruction of
any relief force committed to assist the besieged éamp.

As a result of the heavy concentration of enemy forces in
the area, the South Vietnamese II Corps Commander decided to
cormit his cOfps reserve forces to the battle, This action seri-
ously depleted the defense of the vital Pleiku airbase complex.

To bolster the defenses of this important logistical installatiom,
the Commanding General, Pleld Forces Viet Nam, on 22 Oct, ordered
the Coomanding General, lst Cnvalrxﬁnivision(AIlHDBILE) to deploy
elements of the lst Air Cav Div fr;;ﬁits base at An Khe to the
Pleiku area. The mission assigned these elements was to assist

in the defense of installations at Pleiku, and to prepare to
reinforce II Corps forces in the relief of the Plel Me camp. (6:19)
This initially small commitment grew larger, and the role of the
lst Air Cav 51? was expanded, when additional intelligence con-
cerning the size and composition of the enemy forces was developed.

The operation discussed in this monograph occurred after the
initial division missfion had been changed to that of finding,
fixing, and destroying enemy forces in the area of operations.

By 25 Oct the Plei Me camp had been relieved, and the enemy
was withdrawing west to its base area located in the Chu Pong

Mountain complex. (YV9099) (TAB A) The enemy forces massing in
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this area were later identified as the two regiments previously
listed, and a third regiment - the 66th£ all operating under the
control of a Field Frdn£ Headquarters. This Headquarters is the
equivalent of a United States Army Dlvisidﬁ Headquarters. (6:13)
The westward movemeﬁt of the 32ad and 33xrd Regiments (the 66th
wvas not comnmitted to the Plei Me camp battle) was subjected to
constant harrassment by units of the lst Brigade, lst Alr Cav Div,
then operating in the area. Numerous enemy contacts were made,
and the enemy suffered extensive losseas of men, material, and
equipment. On 9 Nov the 3rd Brigade, lst Air Cav Div, assumed
responsibility for the conduct of operations in the area, For the
next four days search and destroy operations were conducted north,
south, and east of the Plei Me camp with little enemy contact.

Then came the turning point, and the crucial days that followed.




IHE EXISTIRG SITUATION

ENEMY

General: By 11 Nov US units had relaxed their pursuit of the
enemy and were searching east of Plei Me. Senaing this the Field
Front Headquarters controlling enemy units in the ares decided to
stage another attack on the Plei Me camp. (6:130) Although the
33rd Begiment had suffered heavily in the previous fighting, the
32nd Regiment, and particularly the 66th Regiment remained in
excellent condition for battle. Accordingly, these forces, all
magsed in tha Chu Pong Mountain - Ia Drang Valley area, began
preparations for the new attack. The estimated strength of all
enemy forces on 14 Nov was 3631, (6:11)

Special: The individual enemy soldier encountered in the
fighting at Landing Zone(LZ) X-RAY was well trained, aggressive,
an expert in the art of camouflage, and seemingly fanatical im
his desire to close with American forces. A large number of enemy
troops were armed with automatic weapons. Ammunition was in suf-
ficient supply to sustain the enemy in a heavy engagement. Each
man carried 2-3 potato masher type hand grenades, and other stand-
ard field equipment. The moarale of the enemy seemed generally
good, as evidenced by the small mumber of prisoners csptured.
FRIENDLY The lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry, lst Cavalry Division
(AIRMOBILE), was organized as an Infantry Battalion, Afrmobile
Division under TOKE 7-55T. Located at TAB B is an organizational
and equipment outline of the battalion as authorized in November
1965.

WEATHER The weather during the period favored airmobile opera-
tions. The sky was clear, and visibility was unrestricted. There
was no precipitation during the operation, and the temperature
remained between 76° and 86° Fahrenheit. The moon was full, and

the resulting light favored night operations and asecurity.
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TERRAIN The ground in and around LZ X~BAY wasz flat. A moderate
number of trees of varying siges bordered the actual 12; Thick,
dry grass, one to five feet in height was located throughout the
area. This severely limited effective observation for personnel
positioned in foxholes or prone shelters, Scattered thronghaut
the area were large mounds of dirt (ent hills) overgrown with
scrub trees and brush. Along the western edge of the LZ, and near
the base of the mountain, the trees snd grass were especially
thick,

COVER AND CONCEALMENT The abundant vegetation in the vicinity
of the LZ afforded excellent concealment. Cover was provided by

the ant hills, and dry creek beds near the LZ,
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THE BATTALION PIAN AND PREPARATIONS

By 13 Nov it was obvious that the enemy was not located in
force to the north, south, or east of Plei Me. Accordingly, at
approximately 1700 hours, 13 Nov, the Commanding Officer, 3rd Bde,
issued an oral order to the Commanding Officer, 1-7 Cav to conduct
a helicopter assault into the Ia Drang Valley, north of Chu Pong
Moumtain, early on 14 Nov with a mission of conducting sesarch and
destroy operations in area LIME (TAB A) through the 15th. Pire
support was to be provided from LZ FALCON (ZA023032) (TAB A) by
two batteries of 105mm howitzers, one battery of which would have
to be moved by air from Plei Me on the 14th, prior to the air
assault. A Cn, 229th Agsault Helicopter Battalion wis to provide
the -helicopter lift.

The Battalion Céﬁilnder formulated his plan, assembled his
staff, completed his coordination, and issued a warning order to
the battalion. Activities which were to be completed early on
14 Nov included:.

{1) the airlift of B Co from its location at the 3rd Bde
CP as a security/reaction force back to rejoin the battalion at
Plei Me.

(2) éhe assembling by A and C Coa of their platoons at the
best pick up zone in their respective company sectors.

(3) a first light serial recommaissance of the objective .
area.

A time of 0830 hours, 14 Nov, was set for the issuing of the
order at the Bn CP.

The actual and authorized strengths of the companies when

committed to the area are showm below:

M B e T oV S
AL B Sy a o S ol .
P S R



e e Rk AT T L w3 L 10 Y 2N
esis g T T AL L e ey
L T R A o e T =

Committed 14 Nov Authorized by TOGE
off  m of EM
Co A : 5 115 6 164
Co B 5 114 6 164
CoC 5 106 6 164
Co D (Cbt Spt) 4 76 5 118

Not included are those elements of Headquarters Company that
participated in the action. These included staff officers, liai-
son officers, medical personnel, and communications persommel,

In addition, the companies had attachments of artillery forward
obgserver teams, medical aidmen, and engineer demolition special-
ists. The personnel shortages in the lettered companies were the
result of malaria victims, R&R quotas, and personnel being dis-
charged. Additionally, each company had personnel back at the
base canp at An Khe as guards, end area improvement/development
details.

By 0630 hours, 14 Nov, B Co, which was to be the initial
assault company, had returned to Plef Me by CH47 "CHINOOK" heli-
copters, The location of the battalion elements, as disposed in
the vicinity of Plei Me at 0700 hours, 14 Nov, is shown at TAB A.

The same aircraft that moved B Co immediately commenced
moving A Btry, lst Ba, 21st Arty to LZ FALCON according to plan.

The personnel scheduled to make the aerial reconnaissance
assembled, were briefed, and took off. The Bn CO; Bn S-3; Artil-
lery Liaison Officer; B Co Commander; CO, A Btry, 1-21 Arty; Scout
Section Leader, Troop C, lst Squadron, 9th Cavalry; and the CO, A
Co, 229th Asagult Helicopter Battalion, composed the reconnaissance
party. The reconnaissance party utiiized two UHLID helicopters,
with two UHLIB helicopter gunships as escort. The reconnaissance
was conducted with a maximum of deception to prevent alerting the

9
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enemy to the battalion's {ntentions. The flight route used is
depicted at TAB C. One south to north pass st an sltitude of 4500
feet was made with the aircraft continuing noxth past Duc Co. Here
the aircraft orbited for five ninutes, then flew south over gener-
ally the same flight route at the same altitude, and returned to
Plei Me at approximately 0815 hours. At this time the remainder
of the commanders and staff had assembled to receive the order.

The reconnafssance produced three tentative 1LZs - deaignated
TANGO, X-RAY, and YANKEE. (TAB A) Reconnaissance party personnel
agreed that TANGO wx:lthe least desirable, being the smallest and
ringed with tall trees. The Bn CO tentatively selected X-RAY as
the primary LZ, and sent the Scout Section Leader, C Troop 1-9 Cav
to make & low level flight up the valley to gain additional infor-
mation on the two LZg, and te look for figns of enemy activity.
Meanwhile the Bn CO issued an oral operations order. The order
was later reduced to uriting,‘and appears at TAB D. Present to
receive this order were all the company commanders; the battalion
staff and speclal staff officers; the CO, A Co, 229th Assault
Helicopter Bn, and his liaison officer to the 1-7 Cav; the CO, A
Btry, 1-21 Arty; and the 3rd Bde 5-3, During the issuance of the
order the Scout Section Leader returned from his reconnaissance
and reported the following information:

(1) LZ YANKEE vwas spotted with stumps, and would be a difficult

~(2) LZ X-RAY was suitable, and could take elght to ten UHI1D
'helicoptera at &8 time,
(3) The only sign of enewy activity was a strand of communi-
cations wire along an east-west trail, north of X-RAY.
(4) Ko enemy fire was directed at the helicopters during

this reconnailgaance.
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Based on this information the Bn CO decided to use LZ X-RAY
a8 the primary Lz; ind LZ YANKEE as the alternate. The 3rd Bde CO
arrived during the issuing of the order, and was later briefed by
_ the Bn CO.

The artillery reported that it was in position, and the Bn
CO established a time of 1030 hours for the assault landing. De-
tails of the artillery preparation are included in the copy of the
operation3a order at TAB D.

All commanders returned to their units to complete their
planming. and fssue their orders. With only 16 UH1D helicopters
available, and a ahuttle lift schedule in effect, there was suffi-
cient time for all preparations.

Battalion personnel were well reated, well equipped, and had
excellent morale. Individuals carried the following combat load:

(1) 300 rds 5.56mm ammunition, or 24-36 rds 40wm, HE ammuni-
tion, or 800 rds 7.62mm Machinegun smmunition, depending on the
individual's basic weapon.

(2) 2-3 fragmentation grenades per individual.

(3) 2 66mm, M-72 LAWS per squad.

(4) 5-6 smoke grenades per platoon.

(5) Individual clothing and equipment, consisting of combat
pack, two canteens, entrenching tool or machete, ammunition pouches,
first aid packet, and a small sleeping roll.

(5) Oune C-Ration meal per individual.

11



THE INITIAL ASSAULT

Last minute problems caused a delay in the start of the artil-
lery preparation, which finally began at 1017 hours. Aerial ob-
servers reported that the rounds were well placed on the LZ, in
the trees and high grass around the LZ, and on the finger and draw
leading down from the high ground northwest of the LZ. The artil-
lery fire lifted, and the UHIB helicopters of the Aerial Rocket
Artillery Battalion(ARA) made a firing pass of the LZ, expending
half of their load of rockets (24, 2.75 inch HE, Rockets), and
then commenced an on-call orbit near-by. The gunships accompany-
ing the lift ships precedad the landing with suppressive fire from
their machineguns and rockets. The door gunners of the lift ships
also contributed suppressive fire with their machineguns. The
initial landing of B Co elements occurred at 1048 hours, The Bn
CO and his command group (the Bn SMAJ, Bn S-2, two radio operators,
and a Vietnamese interpreter) landed with the leading elements of
B Co. Operating from & command helicopter in orbit over the area
were the Bn 8-3, the Artillery Liaison Offfcer, the Helicopter
Liaison Officer, and the Air Force Forward Air Controller. This
group furnished aeriasl radio relay, coordination and control of
supporting fires, and aerial observation throughout the day until
darkness forced them to land at X-RAY,

B Co received no enemy fire on landing, and commenced opera-
tions to secure the 1LZ. The lift ships immediately departed to

pick up the remainder of B Co, and the lead elements of A Co.

12
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SECURING THE LZ AND INITIAL ENEMY CONTACT

Immediately upon landing, B Co dispatched the rifle squads of
ane ﬁlatoon on a quick reconnaissance of the LZ. These squads
moved off the LZ in different directions for a distance of 50-100
meters. The B Co Commander assembled the balance of his company
as a striking force in & wooded area adjacent to the LZ. At 1120
hours one of the squads captured alﬁrilonEt. This individual was
unarmed, carried an empty canteen, and was dressed in dirty khaki
clothes with a serial number on one of his shirt epaulets. When
interrogated-he atated that he was a member of the North Vietnamese
Army, that he had only eaten bananas for five days, and that there
were three battalions on the mountain above the LZ that wanted
very much to kill Americans, but had been unable to find any. (1:4)
The prisoner was then evacuated to the 3rd Bde CP in the battalion
command helicopter.

Based on this information the Bn CO ordered the B Co Commander
to concentrate his reconnaissance efforts in the area where the
prisoner was taken, and to prepare to assume the C Co mission of
searching the lower portion of the mountain, particularly the fin-
ger and draw to the northwest., By now it was about 1210 hours,
and those slements of A Co that had landed assumed the LZ medurity
mission from B Co. The A Co landing, like the initial landing, was
unopposed.

By approximately 1220 hours B Co was making scattered con-
tact with enemy riflemen near the mountain. B Co was directed to ‘
assume the C Co mission, and to develop the situation. As B Co
started this task, the Bn CO alerted A Co to be prepared to follow
B Co when sufficient forces from C Co had arrived to assume the LZ
security mission.

- At approximately 1245 hours the leading elements of B Cé be-

came engaged in a fire fight of moderate intensity. By 1330 the
i3
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B Co Commander reported that he was being heavily attacked by two
enemy companies, and that his right (north) platoon was in danger
of being surrounded and cut off from the remainder of the company.
As the fight in the B Co sector developed, a few rounds of mortar
fire began to strike the LZ and pertions of B Co.

The remaining elements of A co;';Ld the lead elements of C Co
vere landing about the time B Co reported the presence of two
enemy companiea. A Co was ordered to move up on the left (south)
flank of B Co, establish physical contact with this flack, and
protect it. Additionally, A Co was directed to send one platoon
to B Co to assist in preventing the B Co right flank platoon from
being cut off.

C Co was directed to entablish a blocking position off the
LZ to the south and southwest. Prom this position C Co waas to
prevent the LZ from being attacked, and to‘protect'the A Co left
flank,

The Bn CO then contacted the command helicopter and issued
inatructions to his fire support liaison officers. Air strikes
were requested in the following priority: on the lower portion
of the mountain, on the mountain itself, sand on enemy approaches
into the LZ from the west and south. Siniiaf‘tirget areas wera
designated for the artillery and ARA. Priority of fires weré to
g0 to requests from the rifle companies. In the absence of such
requests, fire was to be placed on suspected enemy locations iﬁ'
the target areas outlined above. Accurate placement of supporting
fires was a serious problem to everyone. The terrain and heavy
vegetation prevented pinpoint location of friendly units. B Co
was experiencing the most problems, for.by now, the right flank
platoon was separated from the rest of the company, and could not
precisely locate itself to benefit from the avgilable fire support,

14



This platoon was fighting a moving battle against an estimated
75-100 enemy. A and B Cos, unsure of the location of the separated
platoon, were unable to bring artillery fire in fromt of their
units to assist their movement. Instead, the artillery fire was
placed well up on the mountain to the west and south, and then
gradually "walked” dowa until it gave some support to these com-
panies, especially A Co., Afr strikes were delivered northwest of
the 12, énd on the suspected location of an enemy battalion reported

by higher headquarters the previous day. (YA903032) (TAB A)

15
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1ST ATTACK TO REACH SURROUNDED PLATOON AND DEFENSE OF THE LZ

The platoon of A Co sent to aasist B Co engaged the enemy
prior to reaching its destination, and when finally making contact
with B Co found itself on the B Co right flank rather than the
left as directed by the A Co Commander. This situation caused some
confusion until the exact location of this platoon was determined. .
B Co, with the platoon of A Co, pushed forward in an attempt to
reach the separated B Co platoon. This attack managed to get
within 75-100 meters of the B Co platoon, but the enemy, positioned
in force between the attacking units and the B Co platoon, was in-
flicting moderate casualties,'and stopped the attack short of its
objective,

Meanvhile, A Co(-) was moving toward the left flank of B Co
when it made contact with an estimated enemy company thar was
moving along a dry creek bed parallel to the western edge of the
LZ. This route led directly into the left rear elements of B Co.
A Co engaged the enemy and was able to inflict heavy casuaities
with only light casualties on the friendly side. For some unknown
reason the enemy, apparently determined to maintain its movement
toward the rear of B €o, kept moving into the massed fireas of A Co.
(1:3) Two prisoners were taken by A Co, and later evacuated.

As A Co engaged the enemy, the remsaining platoons of C Co,
and the lead elements of D Co landed. The helicopters were taken
under enemy fire as they landed, ;ﬁ& although several personnel
were killed and wounded, no helicopters were shot down. Hearing
this, the Bn CO stopped the 1ift of additional battalion elements
until a later time.

The C Co Commander positioned his platoons along side the
elements that had landed earlier. C Co had no sooner completed
its hasty organization of the blocking position to the south and

southwest wﬁén & force of 175-200 enemy, headed for the LZ, struck

-



this area. This force was taken under fire by C Co, and the attack
halted. For the next hour and a half, C Co fought the enemy in
this sector, and with the assistance of artillery and ARA fire was
able to defeat the attack and inflict heavy casualties on the
enemy. One prisoner was cuptured;‘and evacuated during this battle.

The elements of D Co that landed with C Co included the Com-
pany Commander, his command group, the Aantitank Platoon (organized
as a rifle platoon), and part of the Mortar Platogn. Upon landing .
this force headed for the sounds of the fight in the A Co area.

As they reached the dry creek bed, D Co ran into 25-30 enemy,

again moving in the creek bed, D Co fought this enemy force, and
assisted by elements of A Co, killed moat of_the enemy. During

the fight the D Co Cowmander and the Mortar Flatoon Leader were
seriously wounded, but continued fighting until the enemy withdrew,
The D Co Commander relinquished comsmand to the Antitank Platoon
Sergeant, (the senior man present), and was then evacuated. At

this time the disposition of the battalion was as depicted in TAB E.

The C Co Commander, at the conclusion of the D Co fight, con-
tacted the NCO commanding D Co personnel, and with the permission
of the Bn CO, positioned them on the left{southeast) flank of C Co
to provide added protection to the LZ,

At this time the Bu CO estimated that the battalion was fight-
ing a force of 500-600 enemy, with others probably nearby. This
fact, together with the numerous casualties suffered by the bat-
talion, prompted the Bn CO to request an additional rifle company
from the 3rd Brigade Commander. The request was approved, in fact
the Bde CO had anticipated the need for reinforcements, and had
previously alerted B Co, 2nd Bn, 7th Cav for possible commi tment
to the area. (1:56)

By approximately 1500 hours it was felt that as & result of

the fighting by C and D Cos, the remainder of the hattalion elements,
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previously diverted from landing, could be brought in with a mini-
mum of danger. These forces, 3 UHLID loads of C Co personnel, and
several loads of D Co personnel, were landed without incident.

The D Co Executive Officer arrived with these sﬁipn and agsumed
command of D Co. He positioned the Battalion Reconnaissance Pla-
toon on the eastern edge of the LZ. He then assumed control of

the rifle company mortars (previcusly consolidated on tﬁe eastern
side of the LZ by the C Co Commander), and adding the mortars from
D Co, formed a composite mortar platoon. The mortars were oriented
toward the A and B Co sectors, with the mortarmen alsc respousible

for the defense of a portion of the LZ near thelr positions,

o ReFTN Cwlsa A
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2ND ATTACK TO REACH SURROUNDED PLATOON

It was now approximately 1545 hours. The disposition of the
battalion is shown at TAB F, The surrounded platoon of B CQ“had
moved with its dead and wounded to a small rise of ground;”;nd
established a 25 meter wide perimeter. The platoon had fought off
all enemy attempts to defeat it. A and B Cos, under cover of heavy
artillery fire, withdrew slightly, evacuated their casualties, and
prepared for a coordinated attack to reach the surrounded platoon.
The battle in the C Co area was ila its closing stages.

At 1620 hours A and B Cos launched the second attack to reach
the surrounded platoon. This attack was supported by massed artil-

lery and ARA fire, The enemy, despite constant bombardment by

artillery, air strikes, and ARA, had become well entrenched in the @

area between the attacking companies and the surrounded platoon.
The enemy made maximum use of the terrain and vegetation to pro-
vide cover and concealment for its positions. Snipers occupied
the trees, and numerous automatic weapons were emplaced behind the
ant hills in the area.

A and B Cos wére able to meke only slight progress in the
direction of the surrounded platoon. A Co gained at most 150
meters, while B Co was held to a 75-100 meter advance, The enemy
was inflicting numerous casualties on the attacking friendly units.
A Co hed lost all three rifle platoon leaders, either KIA or WIA,
plus its artillery forward observer. The enemy almost succeeded
in drawing one of A Co's rifle platoons into a trap. By falling
back in front of this platoon, and holding in fromt of others, the
enemy soon had this platoon in front of the other advancing ele-
ments. Then the enemy attempted to maneuver a force behind this
leading platoon. This move was detected, and uuder cover of white
phosphorous artillery fire that seemed to disorganize the enemy,

19
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the platoon was able to fall back and rejoin A Co. So ended the

second attempt to reach the B Co platoon.

20



ESTABLISHING THE PERIMETER

At 1740 houra'with an estimated 200 enemy fighting against A
and B Cos, the Bn CO ordered these companies back to the LZ to
establish a defensive perimeter for the night that was fast approach-
ing. The surrounded platoon was still im radio contact with 3 Co,
and was holding firm against the enemy. Surprisingly, this platoon
was to suffer no additional casualties before being reached the
next day. The radio link enabled friendly artillery to establish
a ring of protective fire around the platoon whenever the need
arose,

Activity was now concentrated on the establishment of a
gtrong defennive perimeter. Water and smmunition resupply had to
be accomplished. A and B Cos had suffered numerous casualties,
and had to evacuate them. BReorganization was required in both
companies because of the high number of leader casualties suffered
during the day. C Co, in fighting from a hasty defensive position,
had not suffered excessive friendly casuslties, and was in good
shape. The enemy had ceased his attacks in this secter, but
maintained ¢ontact with snipers and harassing fire. D Co, after
its initial losses, had not sustained further casualties,

3 Between 1705 and 1800 hours, B Co, 2-7 Cav afrived in the LZ,
and occupied a position on the perimeter to the northeast. One
platoon of B Co, 2-7 Cav was attached to € Co, 1-7 Cav, since € Co
had a relatively wide sector to defend, This platoon was posi-
tioned on the right flenk of C Co.

The Battalion Reconnaissance Platoon was placed in battalion
reserve near the Bn CP. The perimeter was complete by 1900 hours,
and defensive fires were being registered. Organization of the

perimeter for the first night is depicted in TAB G.
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RESUPPLY AND EVACUATION ACTIVITIES

As the battle raged around and adjacent to the LZ, other
activities were in progress. The immediate problem was the care
and evacuation of casualties. At approximately 1400 hours the
battalion surgeon, four aid station persommel, and limited medical
supplies arrived in the LZ. They immediately established an aid
station in the vicinity of the Bn CP, and commenceé treatment of
casualties. With the LZ under heavy fire during most of the after-
noon, medical evacuation helicopters were used for only the most
seriously wounded. The Bn CO coordinated with the helicopter com-
pany comuander, and arranged a system of strict control over air-
craft landing in the LZ (1:7) Each aireraft coming into the LZ
wvas required to contact the Bn CP for permission to land, and
specific landing instructiouns. The approach altitude, directionm,
and landing area for each aircraft was prescribed, and was varied
for each landing to prevent the enemy from detecting a set pattern.
In-bound zircraft informed the Bn CP of the exact load they
carried, and in turn the aircraft were told whether casualties were
to be picked up for evacuation to the vear Bn CP. This system
worked well, for it kept to & minimum the amount of time the air-
craft were on the ground, and {t utilized to the fullest extent,
the capabilities of the aircraft. Unless absolutely necessary
no ship went out of the LI empty.

As a result of the careful control of aircraft, only two
helicopters were damaged seriously enough to prevent their taking
off from the LZ after landing. These aircraft were secured by
elements of D Co, and recovered by CHA7 "CHINOOKS" two days later,

The Bn CO realized by 1530 hours that a night landing capa-
bility in the LZ was required. He contacted the lift company com-
mander, and requested pathfinder assistance. The lift company
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commander had foreseen guch a requirement, and shortly thereafter
a pathfinder teem and engineer demolition specialists arrived in
the area. The pathfinders assumed control of the movement of air-
craft, while the engineers worked to fmprove the landing area. By
dark & relatively safe, two ship, night landing Zone was in opera-
tion.

Utilizing the LZ discussed above, a resupply of smmunition,
water, rations, and medical supplies was delivered. In addition
the Bn CO instructed the Bn $~-3, Artillery Liaison Officer, and
¥orward Air Controller, (all still operating from the command ship)
to land a8 soon as possible. Their landing, like others in the
early evening, was hampered and delayed by a heavy curtain of dust,

smoke, and haze that had gathered over the area.
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ACTIVITIES DURING THE NIGHT OF 14-15 NOVEMBER

With the perimeter established, the battalion commenced activ-
ities designed to defend the LZ, and to prepare for the next day's
actions. Artillery concentrations were adjusted on all sides of
the perimeter., Rasupply was accomplished, and units reorganized
their chains of command to coumteract the loss of leaders and other
key personnel. Morale was high, the men knew.they had inflicted
heavy losses on the enemy. VFor most personnel this was their firat
experience in heavy combat, and they were pleased to know that
they could and did perform well,

The enemy conducted several small probes of the perimeter
during the night, but all were quickly detected and defeated.

These probes were conducted by groups of 5-10 enemy, apparently
attempting to detect the location of the battalion's automatic
weapons, Strict fire discipline was maintained, and the only
weapons used to fire against the probes were M16 riflea and M79
grenade launchers. The artillery continued to fire throughout the
night on all suspected enemy lecations around the perimeter, and
on the mountain above the perimeter.

The rapid pace of battle during the day prevented the con-
struction of proper individual shelters, With the establishment
of the perimeter came an attempt to dig some type of positions.
Prone shelters were hastily constructed., Extensive digging was
not undertaken for several reasons. TFirst, it was not known if the
enemy had the capebility of launching a night attack, therefore
strict noise discipline was maintained to assist in detecting
enemy movement toward the pevimeter. Second, the tall grass in
the area partially blocked observation, and deep foxholes would
have increased the observation problem. Other than close in local
security, no listening posts or other security positions were
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established. The heavy vegetation and the threat of ismediate
enemy attack made the estsblishment of distant outposts impoasible.
In addition protective artillery concentrations were being fired
within 100-150 meters of the perimeter and this fire would have
endangerad friendly security positions.

The surrounded platoon of B Co va; holding on despite enemy
attempts to overrun it. Priority of fires was given to B Co, and
any call for fire to assist the isolated platoon was immediately
ansvered. The enmemy could be hesrd moving around the surrounded
platoon, and each time the enemy seemed to be massing for an
attack the platoon called for artillery fire. On several occasions
scresms and shouts from the enemy attested to the effect of this
supporting fire.

Throughout the night an Alr Porce flare ship was in the
vicinity awaiting illumination missions. On one occasion an air
strike on the mountain was conducted using the flare ship illumi-
nation for comtrol. The strike was right on target. Illumination
was not used again, since the light seemed to expose the men in the
perimeter of the surrounded platoon as well as the positions with-
in the battalion perimater.

With the appearance of dawn at about 0630 hours, plans were
made to launch an sttagk to reach the surrounded platoon. The Bn
CO callied for the company commanders to meet him at the C Co CP
(the best vantage point to observe the area) to finalize plans for
the attack. The Bn CO first directed that each company patrol

forward of its positions in a search for infiltrators and smipers.
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ENEMY ATTACKS ON 15 NOVEMBER

The violence that characterized the fighting on the first day
erupted anew at 0650 hours of the second day, 15 Nov, The patrols
from the 2nd and lst Platoons of C Co (the left or southeastern two
platoons) each consisted of one rifle squad accompanied by the pla-
toon leader. These patrols had moved sbout 150-200 meters in front
of their positions in the search for enemy snipers and infiltrators
when both patrols began receiving heavy small arms fire, They re-
turned the fire, and started back for their positions. At this
time the enemy launched & vicious attack at the € Co sector with a
force of two to three companies, The patrols from the other two
platoons of C Co (the 3rd Platoon, and the attached 2nd Platoon,
B Co, 2-7 Cav) received some enemy fire, probably an overlap from
the firing to their left. They too started back for the company
sector. The patrols from the 2nd and lst PlacbunBVSuffered numar-
ous easﬁaltieu before they reached their defensive positions.
This seriously depleted the strength of the platoons defending
the left portion of tge C Co a&rea, and this was where the brunt
of the enemy attack struck. The patrola from the other two pla-
toons were able to reach their positions without casualties. A
heavy fight quickly developed in the C Co sector, with the bulk of
the struggle centering in the area of 2nd, lst, and 3rd Platoons
(from left to right), and in front of the Co CP. The enemy pressed
his attack, and despite intense fire from artillery, ARA, TAC Alr,
and small arms, reached the parimeter positions in the C Co area.
This was to be the limit of his sdvance. The men of C Co stood
their ground. Close range, at times hand to hand fighting con~
tinued to rage in the C Co sector for the next two hours.

The enemy also attacked the battalion perimeter in the D Co
area {at sbout 0715 hours), and the A Co s&rea (at about 0800 hours),
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in an attempt to penetrate the position. These attacks were con-
ducted with smaller forces than that thrown against C Co, and were
repulgsed by the defenders in the respective company areas. The
attack in the D Co ares forced the Bn CO to commit the battalion
reserve {(Bn Recon Platoon) to insure the safety of the LZ. The
reserve joined the fight in the D Co srea, and after defeating the
enemy attack occupied a position in that area. These additional
enemy attacks did succeed in bringing the LZ under heavy grazing
fire of such volume that movement anywhere within the LZ was ex~
tremely hazardous, and the landing of helicopters was prevented
until approximately 0910 hours.

At 0715 hours the C Co Commander (wounded early in the fight-
ing, but continuing to command for three hours) requested rein-
forcements from the Bn CO. The action prompting this request for
asslstance was the penetration of the enemy to within hand grenade
distance of the C Co CP., The B3n CO ordered a platoon from A Co to
move to the C Co area. This maneuver was undertaken at about 0745
hours. With the LZ under attack from several directions, and move-
ment very difficult, this platoon did not reach C Co for approxi-
mately one hour.

The Bn CO having committed his reserve, and in light of the
heavy enemy attacks, and the losees being inflicted on the battal-
lon, requested another rifle company from 3rd Bde. (1:10) This
rveinforcement (A Co, 2-7 Cav) was already standing by, but was not
moved until the LZ was determined safe for landing.

C Co, with attachments, continued to battle the enemy in a
series of savage encounters, The intensity of tha fighting in the
C Co sector i3 re¥lected in the following exsmples:

-~ the 1lst Platoon Leader was found RIA with five dead enemy
in and around his position.
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- one man was found KIA with his hands around the throat of
a dead enemy soldier,

- &ll C Co officers were casualties by 0800 hours, two KIA
snd three WIA.

= in the vicinity of the company CP, some 50 meters inside
the perimeter, the company command group kflled 15+20 enemy.

At approximately 0910 hours, the leading elements of A Co,
2-7 Cav began arriving in the LZ, The A Co Commander was orlented
on the situation snd terrain, and was then ordered to take over
poaitions previously held by B Co(-), 2-7 Cav. B Co(-}, 2-7 Cav
moved to the C Co, 1-7 Cav area, assumed control of the remaining
C Co forces, and continued the defense of the sector.

By 1000 hours the enemy attack had been defeated. Reorgani-
zation, resupply, and evacustion activities were undertaken and
completed. At 1300 hours the units on the perimeter swept the
area out to a distance of 300 meters. Evidence of the destruction
dealt the enemy was everywhere. Dead enemy were scattered through-
out the area, weapons, equipment, bandages, and bloody tralls
littered the ground. Two enemy prisoners were also captured,

C Co, 1-7 Cav was then positioned as battalion reserve near the
Bn CP. The enemy attacks on the morning of 15 Nov are shown at

TAB H.
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THE RESCUE_OF THE SURROUNDED PLATOON

With the perimeter re-established, and the enemy withdrawn,
attention turned to the task of reaching the surrounded platoon
of B Co. The 2ud Bn, Sth Cav, which the 3rd Bde CO positioned at
12 VICTOR (TAB A) late on 14 Nav, commenced a foot move toward
X-RAY at 0800 hours, 15 Nov, and succeeded in reaching X-RAY at
about 1205 hours. The Bn COs conferred, and decided on the
following plan. A and C Cos, 2-5 Cav, with B Co, 1-7 Cav, under
control of CO, 2-5 Cav, would conduct a coordinated attack to
reach the surrounded platoon. The route and disposition of forces
for this attack are shosm at TAB I. The CO, 1-7 Cav assumed con~
trol of B Co, 2-5 Cav, and was responsible for the defense of the
LZ during the rescue operation.

The attack to reach the surrounded platoon was launched at
1315 hours, after a heavy fire support preparation. The enemy
offered little resistance, and the platoon was contacted at 1519
hours, They had suffered 8 KIA, 12 WIA, and 7 wnwounded. There
was atill ammunition available, and the men were in good spirits.

The units moved back to X-RAY, and the perimeter was esta-
blished for the second night. Organization of the defense is
shown at TAB J. Resupply and similar administrative activities

were completed.
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THE_SECOND NIGHT, 15-16 MOV

During a relatively quiet afternoon the troops occupying the
perimeter made extensive improvements in their individual posi-
tions: Thia effort was to pay dividenda, for the snemy was not
finished with the American force in X-RAY.

The perimeter remained quiet until 0100 hours, 16 Nov, when
a five man enemy probe was launched at the sector held by B Co,
1-7 Cav. The enemy threst was detected and two enemy killed.

Fire discipliine remained axcellent, as it had on the first night.
Artillery fire was utilized to protect the perimeter as had been
done on the firat night.

The enemy commenced small probing action against the area
defended by B Co, 2-7 Cav at 0400 hours. At 0422 hours an enemy
force of 250-300 ;roops attacked this area, the same area that had
been struck on the morning of the 15th, This attack was discov-
ered, and return fire delayed until the enemy was clearly within
small arms range. Then the company retaliasted with its small arms,
automatic weapons, and massed artillery fire from the four batter-
ies now supporting the LZ. The enemy was repulsed, but not
finished. Another attack was launched against the same area at
0430 hours. This attack was quickly defeated., At 0500 hours the
eneay tried again with 100 men from a more southwesterly direction.
This attack also failed to penetrate the perimeter. At 0630 hours
the enemy made a final unsuccessful attack, striking again from a
southerly direction. B Co, 2-7 Cav had conducted a magnificient
defense. Constant illumination frem an Air Force flare ship, and
later from mortar and artillery shells seemed to confuse the enemy,
for each time a flare illuminated the area the enemy would hit the
ground or attempt to hide in the grass and trees, thus disrupting
the momentum of his attack. The locations of the enemy attacks on

the morning of 16 Nov are shown at TAB K.
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At 0655 hours a coordinated 'mad minute™ was fired by all
units in LZ X-BAY. This consisted of all personnel firing small
arms and automatic weapons into the trees, and possible hiding
places of the enemy in front of their positions. This action was
intended to prevent a recurrance of the previous morning's assault
by the enemy at the perimeter. The tactic was apparently success-
ful for as soon as the firinj began an enemy force of 30-50 men
jumped to their feet 150 meters in front of A Co, 2-7 Cav, and
began firing their weapons. Artillery fire was called on this enemy
force, and the enemy was driven off. 1In other areas several enemy
dropped from trees cloge to the perimeter positionms.

Orders were next issued for all units to conduct, om order,

a sweep of the area out to a distance of 500 meters, This was
ordered executed at 0955 hours, but after mpving only 50-75 meters,
B Co, 2-7 Cav began receiving enemy fire. All units pulled back to
the perimeter, and artillery and TAC Air was again called on the
area surrounding the perimeter. At the completion of this strike
the units continued the sweep, killing 27 enemy in the process.
Like the sweep after the battle the previous morning, grim evi-
dence of the heavy casualties duffered by the enemy force was
discovered,

By 1200 hours the remainder of the 2nd Bn, 7th Cav had landed
at X-RAY, and was preparing to relieve 1-7 Cav. The 3rd Bde Com-
mander ordered the €0, 1-7 Cav to move his battalion, plus B Co,

2-7 Cav, and the 3rd Platoon, A Co, 2-7 Cav to LZ FALCON by UH1D.
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THE EXTRACTION FROM EZ X-RAY

The remaining units in LZ X-RAY mammed the perimeter while
the lst Bn, 7th Cav with attachments, was extracted by UHID heli-
copter. Additionally, artillery fire and TAC Air strikes on the
mowntain above X-RAY were utilized to keep the enemy from inter-
ferring with the movement. To minimize the time the aircraft re-
mained on the ground during the pick up, strict coatrol was again
established. Not until the persomne! were spotted on the Lz;
broken down into separate plane loads, were the aircraft called
in. By 1500 hours the movement to LZ FALCON was complete. By
1830 hours all elements of the battalion with attachments had been
further moved by air from FALCON to Camp Holloway, vicinity Pleiku

airbmge, for two days of rest and reorganization.
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SUMMARY

The exsmination of any military operation would be incomplete
1f an effort were not made to show how the particular operation
contributed to the ove¥a11 military effort. 1In this regard, there
are several factors that should be considered to fully appreciate
the significance of the three day battle in LZ X-RAY:

(1} The operations of the lat Bn, 7th Cav in LZ X-RAY repre-
sented, at that stage of the United States' involvement in Viet’
Nam, the first major engagement between a large US force, and units
of the North Vietnamese Regular Army.

(2) The abllity of the individual Awerican soldier to fight
and defeat the NVA enemy was vividly demonatrated in & series of
savage encounters. "The invasion army of Korth Viet Nam found
ltself beaten in land combat for the first time.in 15 years, and
by an Army that its propagandists claimed was weak, ineffective,
and decadent." (6:215)

B {3) The techuniques and tactics of Army Air Mobility, as
developed and practiced by units of the lst Air Cavalry Division,
were subjectéd to the test of sustained combat, and passed with
flying colora. Relying entirely upon aerial resources, the lst
Bn, 7th Cav entered g hostile area, rapidly massed men and fire
support to defeat a numerically superior enemy on his own ground,
and conducted all logistical activities necessary to support the
combat effort.

(4) The 1st Bn, 7th Cav, with the support of massed artillery
and close air support, was credited with the near anihilfation of
the 7th and 9th Battalions of the North Vietnamese 66th Regiment,

plus the remnants of the 33rd Regiment. (6:214) It is certain

that these staggering losses, combined with the casualties inflicted

on the enemy by other units of the 1lst Air Cavalry Division,
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seriously disrupted the enemy's long range plans for the conquest

of the vital Central Highlands area of South Viet Nam. (6:215)

34




OPERATION STATISTICS

CASUALTIES
ENEMY FRIENDLY
KIA 834 (Body Coumt) |47 79
1215 (Bstimated)
WIA No Estimate Made WIA 125
POM 6 MIA 0

ENEMY WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT CAPTURRD AND EVACUATED

Assault Carbines : 54
Assault Rifles 57
Automatic Rifles 17
Heavy Machine Guns 4
Rocket Launchers 3
Pistols 2
82mn Mortars 2
Medical Kits 6

ENEMY WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT DESTROYED IN OBJECTIVE AREA

Miscellaneous Crew Served and Individual Weapons 100

Anti Tank Rockets 9
Hand Grenades 300-400
Assorted Ammunition 7000 Rds
Entrenching Tools 160~ 150
NOTE There are minor differences in the statistics contained

in the various after action reports, The figures listed here are
taken from "Operations Report - Lessons Learned, 3-66 - The Pleiku

Campaign" since it is the more recent of the reports.
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
The principles of war as outlined in FM 100-5, FIELD SERVICE

REGULATIONS OPERATIONS, provide s vsluable ajid in the analysis
of this operation,

The ultimate objective of war » the destruction of the
enemy's armed forces and his will to resist - was the sole
objective of the operation. The battalion was searching for the
enemy, and wal'tntent on inflicting maxisnm punishment on him
when he was discovered. The high number ef enemy casualties
is ample evideqﬂe of the successful accomplishment of this mis-
sion by the battalion.

Offeneive action was achieved by initiating an attack in an
area long recognized as an enemy base. The offensive thrust dis-
rupted the enemy's attack plams, and caused him to destroy much
of his fighting strength in a series of futile attempts to
dislodge the battalion from ite positions in the landing zoue.

The principles of wass, and economy of force will be dis-
cussed simultanecusly, since thay are so closely related. The
battalion initially constituted a relatively small force searching
for the enemy, When contact was made, and it became apparent
that a degree of massing was required, additional units were moved
te the area. The helicopter must be recognized as the most
important factor in the battalion's succees in applying the princi-
ples of mass, and economy of force. Using the helicopter, a small
force can cover a large area. Upon making contact with the enemy,
mas® can quickly be achieved through the use of the helicopter to
move units rapidly to the critical point.

Maneuver is evident fn several instances, First, the audden’
appesarance of the battalion on the enemy's home ground forced the
enemy into the position of defending its base from a potential

threat. This gave the battalfon @ tactical advantage by requiring
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the enemy to fight under unfavorable circumstances. Second, the
ability of the individusl companies to rapidly change from their
original missions, once the situation developed, proved an
important factor in the final outcome of the battle.

Unity of command was established from the beginning of the
operation. The battalion commander was solely responsible for the
actions of all unites in the landing zone. Additional rescurces
that were put into the area came under his control. The bsttalion
commander yeported to, and responded to orders from one superior
headgquarters, the 3rd Brigade.

A constant flow of information on the enemy's movements and
activities was supplied by the pilots of the nuwerous alrcraft fly-
ing over the area. 1In this msnner & high degree of security was
achieved, Likewige, positioning forces in a complete perimeter
around the landing zone prevented the enemy from gaining a tactical
advantage, and thus maintained the battalion's vital link with
outside sssistance.

Surprise was definitely another factor that contributed to
the success of the operation. Before the enemy knew what was
happening, a strong American force had landed and established a
position from which it could not be moved. By the time the enemy
had reacted in sufficient strength to make the landing of addi-
tional troops impogsible, there were enough friendly forces on the
ground to protect the landing zone. Then, with the support of
almost unlimited fire power, the friendly force commenced inflict-
ing heavy casualties on the enemy.

Any airmobile operation is, by its very nature, a complex
combat operation, Simplicity must be gained through the utiliza-
tion of a ground tactical plan that does not involve complex

maneuvers, The battalion attempted to do this in formulating its
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tactical plan. An additional comnsideraiion in applying the prin-
ciple of simplicity is the status of training of the unit, and the
familisxrity of persommel with airmobile operations. Fortunately
the majority of the officers and man of the battalion had been
working with the sirmobile con;ept since July 1964, and were
completely familiar with the techniques and tactics.

In the enalysis of this operation there are two important
points that, above all others, contributed to the successful
accomplishment of the battalion's mission.

{1) The coordinated utilization of all available means of
fire support turned the tide of battle in favor of the battalion
in the conduct of this operation against a numerically superior
enemy force. The fact that the Battalion S-3, Artillery Liaison
Officer, and Forward Air Controller were co-located in the
command helicopter, was a principle factor in the success of the
fire suppert effort. These individuals were in 2 position to
closely supervise and coordinate all fire support wmeans. This
closa association was maintained on the ground when these officers
landed in the objective area.

(2) Tha ability of the companies of the battalion to rapidly
executs tactical maneuvers on the battlefield retained the
initiative for the battalion, and B Company's initial thrust toward
the enemy when contact was established, placed the battalion on the
offensive. Had B Company delayed in this movement, the battalion
could well have been trapped on the LZ from the very start. The
swift movement of A Company to assist B Company certainly prevented
a4 potential disaster by intercepting the enesty force driving iato
the rear of B Company. C Cowpany, in quickly establishing a
blocking position, and repelling the enemy attack from the southwest,

pravented the enemy from capturing the landing zone.
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In a more critical sense, there are two areas that should be
examined.

(1) The failure of the intelligence agencies to more
accurately estimate the potential enemy threat in the area is
important. The enemy strength was such that, had he been able to
react more rapidly to the landing, he c¢ould have easily-ovet-
whelmed the friendly forece in the landing zone before sufficient
troop strength was available to defend againzt his attack.

(2) The failure, on the first night, to sacrifice noise
discipline in order to dig better shelters, and clear fields of
fire, was the cause of a number of additional casualties on the
morning of the 15th when the enemy attacked in strength.

The enemy must also be credited with some favorable
achievements. The enemy made excellent use of the available
cover and concealﬁnnt by positioning his snipers in well concealed
areas, and digging his sutomatic weapons into the bases of the
ant hills. In this manner the enemy was able to make the terrain
work to his advantage. The accuracy of the enemy marksmen was
excelient. A high percentage of friendly casualties were officers,
other leaders, and radio operators. All vere apparently especially
selected sniper targets because of thelr important fumctiom of
comnand and control.

One unfavorable aspect of the enemy should be noted. The
enemy continued to use a mass attack formation against the same area
of the perimeter safter repeatedly being turned back. It would
appear, the enemy lacked either the flexibility to divert units
from a previously selected course of actiom, or the command and

control facilities to influence the action once it had commenced.
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1.

2.

3.

5.

LESSONS LEARNED

Units must be cautiocus in their pursuit of enemy forcas.

An often used enemy tactic is to fall back in front of an
advancing friendly unit in order to lure it inte a position
vhere a second, concealed enemy force can move behind the
friendly force gnd cut it off from its parent organization.
"Walking" artillery fire in front of a pursuing friendly
force is of assistance in preventing such a trap.

There exists a need for units occupying a perimeter to be
able to mark the trsce of the perimeter at night with some
sort of illumination device that will permit aircraft to

fire in support of the perimeter.

A carefully controlled "mad minute” (a form of reconnaiszsance
by fire) is a successful method of triggering an enemy attack
by causing the enemy to expose himself prematurely.

The security of a unit's flanke must be a continuous procass,
particularly in an area where there are no fixed battle lines.
Leaders at all levels sust be made aware of the valua of close
defensive artillery fire. Too often leaders were reluctant to
use close-in artillery fire for fear that friendly casualties
would result, This misconception must be removed from the
ninds of combat leaders and the persomnel of their commands.
Artillery fire is the infantrymsn's most available and power-
ful weans of influencing the action.

A unit conducting an air assault operation must first comcern

itself with holding the LZ that links it with outside assistance.

The higher headquarters of the unit making the assault must re-
tain the ability to rapidly reinforce the committed unit should
it require assistance. It is highly unlikely that a unit in

heavy contact with the enemy would be able to execute an extrac-

tion from a LZ.
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Units preparing defensive perimeters during the hours of
darkness mrust sacrifice noise discipline to dig proper
individual shelters and clear fields of fire.

Pathfinder teams should always accompany battalion-size
units on air assault operations. These teams provide air-
craft control, and thereby free the battalion: CP of the
requirement to handle this important task, This permits
the battalion CP to concentrate on tactical eperations,
Personnel must be trained to exercise caution when going

to the assistance of wounded men. In many casea additional
casualties were suffered when personnel were too anxious to
assist wounded personnel. Taking time to znalyze the
situation, elimingte enemy positions in the area, or at a
minimm having other personnel provide covering fire would
greatly reduce the danger of suffering additionsl casualties
when assisting wounded man.

Co-locating all personnel commected with obtaining and
directing the various fire support means insures close,

continuous fire support from all available agencies.

NN Elosccclo

ROBERT H, EDWARDS
Captain, Infantry
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LESSONS LEARNED

1. TUnfts must be cautioue in their pursuit of enewy forces.
An ©%tam used enemy tactic ja to £511 hack in front of an
advancing friendly unit in order to lure Lt iate a position
where a second, concasled enemy force ¢am move behind the
frigndly force and cut it off from its parent erganization.
™ialking" artillery fire in froat of a pursuing friendly
force im of s=sistance in preventing such & trap.
There axists a nsed for wnits ovcupying a perireter to be
able to mark the trace of the perimeter at unight with acme
sort of Lilwnination device that will permit sircrafi o
fire in support of the perimeter. .
A carefully ecntrolled "mad minute" (a form of rsconnziseancs
by fire) is 2 muccessful method of triggering an enemy attack
by causing the enemy to expuse himself prematurely.
Tha mectrity of a wmit's Flanks wost >+ & continucus procass,
perticularly in sn sres wvhere theve are o fixad battle lines.
Leaders st all levels must ha made wware of the value of c¢losa
defensfve art{lisry fira. Too often lesdera were reluctant to
use eloee-in avtillary fire for fear that friendly casualties
world result, This misconceptien must be resoved from the
minds of combst leaders and the perscmual of their commands.
Artillery firs is the i{nfantrymen's wost avallable and power-
ful wmeans of infltsaciag the acrion.

€. A wnlt condaning en el aser:sit operation mwss Fire? concern
$zaalf with bolding *is & that links it with outalde mesistance.
Thr higher hesdgnarters of the unit waking t+a sagsault must ze-
tain the ability to rapidly reinfores the coumitted weic should
it reguire sesistance. ¥t 4z highly snlikely that a wnit ia
besvy contact witk the ensmy would be able to executa an extras-

tion from u LZ.
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Units preparing defenaive perimeters during the hours of
darknees must agcrifice noipse disciniine tw dig proper
individual sheltcrs and clear flelds oi firx.

Pathfirder tesma should always accompany bsttalion-size
units on air assault cperations. These tesms provide afr-
eraft control, snd thereby Ffree the battalioniCP of the
requirement to handle thia important task. This permits
2he bettelion CF to concentrate on tactical operatioms.
Persomme! must be trained to svercise caution when goiung
to the aszsistance of wounded men. In many caees additiomal
casualties were suffered when personnel were too amiinus to
ssaist wounded perzonnel. Taking time to anelyze the
pituation, eliminate epemy pesitions in the ares, or at a
sinimm having other personnel provide covering fire would
greatly reduce the danger of suffering additional casualtize
vhen ageisting wounded men.

Co-locating all personnel connested with obtaining and
directing the variovs fire suppert means insures cloge,

coutinuoue fire support from all availeble agencies.

. ROBERT E, EDWARDS
Captzin, Infantry
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Map of the 1lst Battalion, 7th Cavalry Area of Operations




Organization and Equipment Outline, *nfaatry Battalien,
Ajrmohile Diviaion
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INF BN, AIRMCRILE DIV (TOE 7-55T)

CR
AIRBORNE INF BN, AIRMOBILE -DIV

MISE..5Ni--To close with the enemy by means of fire and maneuver in order ta destroy or capture him or to rupel his assault by fire, clase
3 > Y ¥ P P 7

combat, and counterattack.

ASE TINMENT:--Organic te Airmoebile Division, TOE 67T.

CAPABILITIES:.-a.

Close with the enemy by means ol fire and maneuver in order to capture or destroy himm. %. Repel enemy assault by
fire, ¢lose comhat, and counter * <k. ¢. Provide base of fiz> and maneuver elements, d, Seize and conirol terrain
for limited periods of time. e. Cordnat independent aperations oo a limited scale. f. Provide communicarions, re-
¢onnaissance, indirect fire, antitank . .- and limited logistical suppert, g. Conduct long-range patrolling. h. Par-
ticipate in air assault operations, 1. Participate in airborne and air assault operations when organized as an airborne
bajtaiion. j. Maneuver in all types of terrain and ¢limatic contditions.

HNF
BN

O - 37}E - 729 :

TAD B Pare 1

HQ & HQ RIFLE CBT
cQ

co SPT

W- 1
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RECAPITULATION:

VEHICULAR:

Trk cgo 3/4-T 4x4 w/wn.
Trik plat util 1/2-T 424 .
Trk util 1/4-T 4x4 ., . .
Trl util 1/4-T carrier for
TBRR + « v 4 v 0w v s
Tlr cgo 3/4-T 2 whl . . .
Tly cgo 1/4-T 2 whl . . -
Utility vehicle 2 whl . . .

(ST ]

—
[V I )

.
3
ABRMAMENT:

Launcher grenade 40mm
Maortar 8lmm o: mount .
Rifle 90mm . . o« « » «
Rifle 106mm on mount. .
Machine gun 1t flex . . .
Rifle 5. 5émm XMIGEL. .
Pistol auto cal .43 . . .

. 86
. 13
.18
. 8
. 20
« 540
. 227

COMMUNICATIONS:

Radio se1 AN/GRG-106

mtd in Y 4-T sk . ... L L.

Radio set AN/GRG-125
mtdin b/d4-Ttrk , .. ...

Radio set AN/PRC-6 . . ., .
Radio set AN/PRC-25., . . . .
Radio set AN/FRC-41 . . . ..
Radio set AN/PRC-47 . . . . .

Radio set AN/VRC-24. ., ..
Radio set AN/VRC-446. . ...
mtdin 1/4-Tetrk . .. .. .
Radio set AN/ VRC-49
mtdin 1/4-Ttrk . ... ..
Radio set control group
AN/GRA-32 + v v u v v v v -
Radic set control group
AN/GRA-T2 . . . . 0 v 4 vt
Radio teletypewriter set

AM/VSC-2 . . v v v v e s
Comren cen ANJARC-122 ., ..
Swhd tel man SB-993/CT. . . .
Swbd tel man §B-22/PT . . . .
Telephcone set TA-L/PT . . . .
Telephune set TA-3L2/PT .. .

Metascope asmby image

infrared.tranzd. . . . . « . «

-~

~1 T
—t e e D D




HQ@ AND HQ CO, INF BN, AIRMOBILE DIV OR AIRBORNE INF BN, AIRMOBILE DIV (TOE 7-56)

MiSGISN:--To provide cammand, stalfl supervision, corz:municatia.ns. medical, and limited combat scrvice support for Infantry Bartalior, Ll
Airmobile Division.

ASSIGNMENT:- -Organic t3 the Inf Bn, Airmobile Div, TOF 7.55 ar the Airborne Inf Br, Airmabile Div, TQE 7-55.

CAPABILITIES:--a. Provides camand, control, staff planning, and supervision of operations af organic and attached elements of the In.
fantry Eattalion, Airmabile Divisien. b. Provides limited combat service support for assigaed aad attached urits,
¢, Prgvides communications te higher and subordinate headguarters. d. Maneuvers in all types of trrrain. e. Pro.
vides unit level medical treatment and evacuation for assigned and attached unite. f. Provides erganizational main.
tenance for all assigned wehictes. g. Pravides mess facilities for all assigned units.

HQ & HQ
cO
O-14[E 115 e
W- 1
O
o
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BN HD HG €O “
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CO HG SEC PLAT ! l PLAT MESS SEC PLAT
O-1 €E-5 G- -4 E<0 F-% O-T[E-2 E-5 O7|E-Z%
W-1 :
. SUP & TRAN MAINT AID 5TA | AIDMAN
PLAT HQ SEC SEC PLAT HQ & EVAC l SEC
&7 Wl E-T7 F-g O-F E-3 E-T3 T2
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F P P

BATCALION HEZDOUARTERS

(L

COMMUNICATIONS PLATOGN

1 Lt Cal Battalion Coamdr 1542

LM XO 1542
P Maj 53 zis2
1 Capt  Corun Off . Q2o
1 capt 51 Adj o2
1 Gapt 52 3101
I Capt 54 4010

1 SMaj Sargeant Major LGS0

COMPANY HEADQUARTERS

L Capt Gampany Gomdr zang
1 15gt  Firsg Sergean 1iG50
| Sipt  Supply Eergeant  T6HA0
L 5P4 Armorer THKD
LSP4  Company Clerk  7IH20
1L Pl  Rac Tat Op L1Blo
BATTALION HQ S5 TTION

1 Capr 53 Aar 2163
Z 1z Liaisan Officer 1542
I MSgL  intelligence Syt ILF30
1 MS5gr  Opa Syt LLF4¢
L SFC A Ops 551 LiFst
L 5FC  Far Staff NCO T1H40
L 5551  Chemical NCQ S4E4Q
31 5P4 Clerk 1ypist 71830
1 SP3 Ops Asst L1Fzo
1 Pre Mail Dl Clerk T1ALD
Trkutid Lfd-Tdxd .00 -0 L
UulwehZwhl ... .00 000 2
Tir amph cgo 1/4-7 2 whi 1
Machine gun Lt fles o o 0 0«0 3

11
40
1
4l
]
43
41
43

11

43
L

L SFC  Camm Shicef 3LF40
LSy Chiet Rad Op 0SB40
1 5g Rad TT Team CR05Cs0
15t Wire Team Chiel 31FAU

2585 Sr fQadio Mech  J1BI0
z s+ Radio Mech 11E20
Z5P4 Radic TT Op 4a5C20 57

L 5P Sr Muessags Glk 30A10

35P4 S5 Radie Op 0sk2y
1 SP4 S5r Swhd Op JbAala
1 8P4 Sr Wirceman A0
3 Pic Mzuzage Clk 16a10
L Fle Messerger 36410
1P Radio Op 05820
1 Ple Swhd Qperatar  36AL0
1 Pie Wireman 36AL0

1 Pée  AsstMessenger 15AL0

Tir amoh cga 1/4.T Ewhl . . 3
Trk utid 1/4-THdxd o 00 o o s 3
Contral group ANIGRA-L - |
Radis set AN/CGRC-LTG .

mid in L/4-T ek o o0
Radio set ANIPRC-2% ., - .
Racio set ANJPRGC.41 . . . .
Radio sel AN/PRC-47 . . . .
Radia so AN/VRC-24 . . .
Radie set AN/VRC-4b mud

b L/a-Terk o oo o0 v 0 b
Radio awt ANJVRC-49 mrd

in 1/4.T
Radio set control group

——

e b

ANIGRA2 4 - a0 B
Radis set cantrol group

AN/GRATA o v e 2
Radin telatypewriter sut

ANFVSG-2 oL .- - s P
Swhd tel tan 38-2LPT ., .. 1
Telvphone 3t TA-3I2/PT . .24
Lomm cent AMIRSC-5, .. L

oL
57

SERVICE PLATOONX HEADQUARTERS

MEDICAL PLATGON HEADDUARTERS

LLe Platwor Leade: 4200 25

SUPPLY AND TRANSPORTATION SE£C

I WO Sncrion Leader 751 A0

1 SFG  Supply Sergeant R4

1 5551 Amino Chicf T 1iBA0

1 85gt  Asst Supply Sgt TbK4G

45P%  Ammo Speciatizt L1628

2 5P4  Supply Spec 18K20 12

L 5P4 St Lt Veh Driver tALC

5 Pic Lt Vzh Driver [ TEIL

1 Pic POL Handler S&A LY
TEALQ

1 Blc Supply Gleck

Trk platfarm util /2T 4x4. &
Loauncher grenade d0mm. . .
Machine gun e lex, . . . .« 1
Metascape asmby ima
infrared tranzd. .

MAINTENANCE SECTION

15gt Maintenance Sgt 53B30

1 3P4 Eg Repert Clk 71820 12
1584 Rep Part Sp B2
2 SP4 Whl Vek Mach 63B20
2 Pic Le Trh Drvr BIALD
t Pfe Wni Veh Meeh H 63al0

Trk ege 3/4-T 4xd wiwn. . . 2
Tle ¢ga 3/4-T 2whl . . ... 2
Launeher grenade 40mm. . .

MESS SECTION

LSEC  Alrss Sgt 94E40
4581 Asst Mess Sgt o 94540
&SP Ficst Cook | 94820
5$5F1  Cosk 94120 12
S Pl Gook's Mipr 94810 56

Trw platforem wtil 172-T x4, 2
Launcher grenade 4dmrw. o . 5

L Capt
L Lt Medical Op Asst
1SFC Platesn Sargeant
2 gic  Radio Tel Gp

Radic set AN/PRC-25 . ..., 2

AID STATION AN:

Platoon Leader ne 82

DVACLATLION SE

1340
aLciy

155gt  Section Sgt
2 5P Madical Axat

2 53P3 5r Med Aidman 9LE30
R3] aLBIo 42
Al
12 SP5 Coninany Adma  91AZ0 t]
REMARKS R

All parsonne] armed with rifle
5, Sbmon NAMUAEL unlsss wther-
wise indicatel.

bl Also lt truck driver.

D5 Also traop edusation NCO.

L1 Armied with pistel autamaiis
cal.a3.

12 Acmed sith launcher grenads
40mm and pistel amomatic ¢al
La5. -

23 Alap assl 540 Remark LDaps

plivs.

35 Also garamands comme
tions plateon.

Pare 4

B

TAL




RIFLE CO, INF BN, AIRMOBILE DIV

OR
RIFLE CO, AIRBORNE INF BN, AIRMOBILL DIV

(TOE 7-57T)

: MISSION:- -Ta ¢lose with the enemy by fire and maneuver in order to destroy or capture him, ar to repc! nis assault by fire, ciose comb
i and counteratiack.

i ASSIGNMENT :--Crganic to the Infantry Battalion, Airmabile Division, TOE 7.55, or the Airborne Infantry Ratgalion, Airmoabile Divigion,
¢ TOE 7-33,

i CAPABILITIES:--a. Clase with the enemy by mez s of fire and maneuver in order ta destroy or capture him. b. Provide a base of fire and
H mancuver elements. c©. Seize and hold terrain, d, Maneuver in all lypes of terrain and elimatic gorditions. e¢. Cap-
italize on all forms of mobifity. f. Conduct air assaul: wperatiens, p, Canduet tong range parzslling,

RIFLE
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0
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o

E - 164

RIFLE MORT
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COMPANY HEADQUARTERS

1 Capt Company Comdr 1542
I Lt Xo 1542
1 15g: First Sergeant 11G50
1 55zt Supply Sgt TG40
i Sgt Comm Chie{ 31F40
1 $P4  Armeorer T6K30
1 5P4  Company Clerk 7LH20
1 5P2 Field Swhd Op 36A10
1 SP4 Rad Mech 31B240
Z Pic Rad Tel Op 11820
Trk platform util 1/2-T 4x4 . i
Launcher grenade 40mun. . . . 2
Radio set AN/PRC-6. . . .. . 2
Radio set AN/PRC-253 , , .., . 4
Swhbd tel man SB-993/CT. . .. 1
Telephone set TA-312/PT ... 2
Mcztascope asrmby image

infrared tranzd, . . ., . [ |

{3} RIFLE PLATOON HEADQUARTERS

il

40
12

.
&

{9} RIFLE SQUADS

b Lt Platoon Ldr 1542
} SFC  Platoon Sgt 11B40
I Pig Rad Tel Op 11B20

Flams thrower portable . . ., 1
Radio set AN/PRZ.6, , , ., . 2
Radio set ANJFPRC-25,, ., ., . |
Telephone set TA-312/PT ., . 1
Metascope asmby lmage

infrared tranad, . . . . .. . 1

Rifle 40mmi. « « « o + -

Machine gun It flex. . . . .
Radic net AN/PRC-6., . .

1 55gt  Squad Leader V1B40
2 Sgt Team Leader 11340
2 5P4 Auto Rifleman 11B2v
2 3P4 Grenadier 118290
3 Pic Rifleman 11B10
Launcher grenade 40mm. . . . Z
Radio sct AN/PRC-6. . 1
{3) WEAPONS 3CGUADS
1 €St Squad Leader 11p40
2 S5F4 Gunner 11B20
" 25P4  Machine Gunrer 11B20
2 Pic Ammo Bearer 11BiCQ
2 Fic Asst Guaner 11810
2 Pic Asst Mach Gunner 11E1Q

. 2
. 2
R |

13
12

11
11

1t
11

MORTAR PLATOON HEADQUARTERS

1 Lt Platoan Leader 1343
1 5FC Platoon S5gt 11C40
3 Sgt Foreward Obs 11C40
2 5P5  Fire Dir CMPT l11czo
2 Pic Rad Tel O3 1Cin

Trk platform util 1/4-T 4xd. . |
Launcher grenad2 40inm. ., ,
HRadio set AN/PRC-25 , . (..
Swbd tel man SB-973/GT. . . . 1
Telephone set TA-312/PT , . . 3

-] -

{3) BIMM MORTAL S3QUALS

135gt Squad Leader tEC40
1 8P4 Gunner ) 1iczo
3 Pic Amme Bearer 11C10
1 Pic Asst Gunner 1iZ19
Mortar 8lmm on mnt, , . .., 1

Launcher grenade 40mm. , , , !
REMARKS
All persongel armed with rifle

1
42

il

11

5, 56 XMLIEELD unless other-

wise indicated.

¢l Also It truck driver.
¢4 Also switchboard operater,

11  Armed with pistol automatic cal

L 45,
12 Armed with launcher grenade

40mm and pistol automatic cal

EN
13 Armed with rifle 5. 36mumn
KMIEEL.
40 Remarks 01 and 12 apply.
41 Remark 12 applies to 1 EML
Remark 0] applics to 1 EM,




COMBAT SPT CO, AIRBORNE INF BN, AIRMOBILE DIV (TOE 7-587T}

COMBAT SPT CO, INF BN, AIRMOBILE DIV

OR

MISSIO .- To provide reconnaissance, indirect fire support, and antitank support for the Infantry Bn or Abn {nf Bn, Airracbile Division,

ASSIGNMENT -~ Organic to the Infantry Bn, Airmebile Division, TOQE 7-55T ar Airberne Inf Bn, Alrmsbile Div, TOE 7-55T.

CAPABILITIES --a,

Pravides reconnaissance, indirect fire, and direcs fire,
e. Participates in air assaull operations.

b, Maneuvers in ail types of terrain-climatic conditions.
d. Performs company level maintenance on organic equipment.

CBT SPT
co
' 0-5 E-118
RECON MORT AT
COHQ PLAT PLAT PLAT .
0-2 €E-8 ©O-1]E-33 ©O-1}E-47 O-1 |E-30
HVY
SCOUT i 106RR
PLAT HQ SQUAD PLAT HQ hg%fg PLAT HQ SQUAD
O -1 E-3 O-1 E-15 o-1 E-2 poow
E-10 T8 -
@ < 2 @ @,
. o o ; . - - op— _ _ -
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d

{3} SCOUT SQUADS

COMPANY HEADGUARTERS

! Capt Campany Comdr 1542 11 1 55zt Squad Leader 11740
1Lt X0 15472 1 8gt Asst Squad Ldr 11F40
1 15gt  First Sergeant 11G50 4 5P4  Sr Scout Observer 11B20 43
15Sgt  Supply Sergeant 76K40 4 Pfc Scout Observer 11B10 41
1 5gc Comm, Chief ALF40
1 8P4  Armorer 76K30 01 Launcher grenade 40rmm.. . . . 1
} 5P4  Company Clerk  71H20 12 Radio set AN/FRC-25 . . ... 1
1 5P4 Wheel Veh Mech 63B20
2 Pic Rad Tel Op L1B1o MORTAR PLATOON HEADQUARTERS
Trk platform util 1/2-T 4x4, , 1 ELe Platoon Leader 1543
Launcher grenade 40mm, ., . 1 I SFC  Platoon Sergeant  11C40
Radioc set ANJPRC-25 . . . . . 3 I 85pt Fire Dir Chief 1140
Telephone set TA-312/PT . , . 13 338gt  Forward Obs Lic4o
Metascope asmby image 3 8P5 Fire Dir Cmpt 11C30
infrared tranzd. » . » + o 2 . 1 7 Pfc Rad Tel Op 11C10 44
RECONNAISSANCE PLATOON HRS Launcher grenade 40mm. .. . 2
Radio set AN/PRC-25 , ., .., . §
1 Le Piatoon Loeader 1542 Swbd tel man SB-22/PT . .. . 1
L SFC  Platgon Sergeant 11F40 Teiephone set TA-312/PT . . . &
‘2 Pfe  Radio Tel Op 11B1g
N ) {4} HEAVY MORTAR SQUADS
Radio set AN/PRC-25 . . .. . 2
M{ar.ascape asmby image i Sgt Squad Leader 11C40 Il
infrared trapzd. . . . . . . . € 1 5ps Mortar Gunner t1czo
§ Pfe Ammo Bearer 11C10
1 pic Asst Gunner licie

Trk platierm util 1/2-T 4x4. . .1
Martar §lmm on mount . . , . ]

ANTI-TANK PLATOON HEADQUSA

11t Platoon Leader 1542
1 SFC  Platoon Sergeant  11I140
1 Pfe  Rad Tel Op 1LHID

Trieutil 1/4-T 4x4 . .+ o . . 1

Tlr amph ¢ge 1/4-T 2 whl. . . 1

Radio set AN/GRC-125 mtd
int/4-Terk .. v v v v 0 v 1

{4} 10& RR SQUADS

1 Sgt Squad Leader 11H0
2 5pP4 Cunner 11E2¢
Z Pic Amrmmoe Bearer 11HLC
2 Pic Asst Cunner LIH L

Trk util 1/4-T 4x4 carrier

for 10bmm rifle . . . . . . . &
Tlr amph cgo 1/4-T 2 whi. , . 1
Rifle 106mm on mount . . . . . 8
Radio set AN/GRC-123 mud

in 1/4-Terk - o . 0 000 v . . B
REMARHKS

All personnel armed with rifis
5, Sémm XMI6EL unless othe
wise indicated,

01 Also It truck driver.

11  Armaed with pistol autematic g
.45,

12 Armed with launcher grenade
40mm and pistol antomatic ¢
.45, .

41 Remark 12 applivs to } EM pe!
squad, ,

43 Remark 4% applics to 3 EM (i}
per sguad.
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WRITTEN TRANSCRIPT OF ]st Bn, 7ih Cay OPERATIONS ORDFR
Copy &

8, let Bn, 7th Cav
Plei Me, BVN, ZA168069
140845 Nov 65
REPERENCE: Map, Viet Nam, 1150,000,PLEI THE Shaet, #6551 IV
Serfes L701
1. STTCATION.
A, Enewy Forces!
(1) Possible Battalionm vic YAS03032.
{2) Poasible enemy om Chu Pong Mountain YA935010.
{3) Possible secret base vie YAD60020.
B. Friendly Forcesa:
(1) 3rd Bde coentinues present mission of search and
destroy. .
(2) 2=mé Bn, 7th Cav south of Plei Me.
(3) 2nd Bn, 5th Cav wast of Plei Ma.
2. MISSION. 1lst Bm, 7th Cav comducts air assault operations
- ' ia arﬁd LIME (Is Drapg Walley) to seaxch for
end dastroy the enesy. Operations will be
concertrated on stream beds, viver bads, and
wooded high ground to & maxismm height of 500
metars.
3. EXECUTION.
A. Congept OF npai'ltion
(x) Hamwan The hattulson will enter the area of
opevations by company eluntn. ahnuung from
th-’i.t"prtmt- locnt'inna' usina ‘16 Uil_lnyhglico;stur;.‘
-1mding BE Lnndtns Zaal X~BAY. .‘umum Lmdina

Zones. axe mao snd “YANKEE ‘to be used only on otdu-.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONI ™
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(2)

L -

-FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Compaay B will lsad first, and securs the LZ,
The LZ will be secured using the technigue of
cending out recanmaissance elements from one
pldtoon, and ntasp.ing the company{-} assexbled
as a etriking force, Coumpany A, Company G, and
Company D will follow on order. Company B end
Gompany 4 on order will assewbie in attack for=
wmation off the north and northwest portion of the
LZ, prapared to cormence a coordinated searching
movemant ro the cast and northeast on order with
Company A cn the right (east). Compary C
initially Battalion reserve and 1LZ security on
oxder, Prepare to move west and novthwest to
pearch lower portiom of méumtain area vic X-RAX.
Fire Support: There will be an 8 minute diver-
sicnary artillery preparatiom vic LZ YANFEE and
TANGO, followed by a 20 minute artillery ptepara
ti_;n vic the primary LZ X«RAY with emphasls oo
'suﬁounslﬁng terrain and the finger and draw
porthwest of X-RAY. The tube artillery will be
followed by 30 seconds of Aerisl Rocke: Artil-
lery, followed by 20 secomds of gunship prepara-
tion just prior to tomch down of the aseault

company. All mortars vnder Company D mortar

' platoon coatrel. TFosition srea to be selected

after landing. Priority of fires inirislly to
Company B, then to Company A whan the move off

-gh_'a 1Z teo the east begias,

B. Company As
C. Company Bt -

-FOR OFFICIAL USE ONt v
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D. Compeay C:
B. Company D:
F. Headguarters Company: Meve to LZ on order utilizing

2 CH 47's.,.

G. Coovdinating Instructions:
{1} Each rifle ¢ovpany be prepared to assums Lhe
' misgiem of any other rifls company n ozder.
(2) “C" 1ift freguency will be used.
{3} 4All rifle companies take one mortar and waxlimm
amwnition.
(4) All mortars will be brought in as internal UHID
loads and placed under Company D eootrol.
4. ADMINISTRATION AND 1OGISTICS.
A. Ho wules will be taken into objective area until
clearsd to do g0 by the Battalion CO.
B. Forward Supply Poimt will be at LZ PALCON ZA022032.
C. Equipment laft at Plel Me will be placed inside the
Speciai Forces cawmp, prepared for air mova te L2
FALCON or X=RAY ¢n order.
5. COMMAND AND SIGNAL.

A. Battalfon Commender initially with assavi company.

B. Battalicn Forward Command Post: LZ X-RAY at Battalion
Comrander's location.

€. Battalion Rear Couwsamd Post: Present locetionm initially.

LZ FALCON on order.

MXRE
OFFICIAL: LT
[=/ DILLON
/t/ DILLOW
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Battalion Dispositiona, 1400 Hours, 14 Nov
N ' -




_fl : Battalion Bisposicions, 15435 Hours, 34 How
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COMPANY HEADQUARTERS

1 Capt Company Comdr 1542
1 Lt Xo 1542

P 1Sgt  First Sergeant iGH0
! 55gt  Supply Sergeant  76KA40
1 Sgt Comm Chief 31F40
18P4  Armorer TOK 30
1 5P4  Company Clerk TIH20
1 8P4 Wheel Veh Mech 63BZ20
2 Plc Rad Tel Op 11810

Trk platform util 1/2-T 4x4 . .
Launcher grenade 40mm. . . .

1
1
" Radio set AN/PRG-25 . . . ., 3
3

Telephone set TA-312/PT . , .
Metascope asmby image
infrared tranad. . . . . |

RECONNAISSANCE PLATOON HQS

I It Platoon Leader 542
1 SFC  Platoor Sergeant 11F40
‘2 Pfc Radio Tel Op JiBIO

adio sot AWPRC 25 ., ... 2

Metascope asmby image
infrared tramzd. . ., . ... Z

11

0l

{3} BCCUT SQUADS

1 55gt  Squad Leader 11740
1 5pt Asst Squad Ldr 11F40
4 5P4  Sr Scout Observer 11B2G 43
4 Pfc 11BiCc 41

Scout Observer

Launcher grenacde 40mm., ., . .
Radio set AN/PRC-25 . . , , ,

MORTAR PLATCON HEADQUARTERS

1Lt Flatcon Lecader 1543
1 SFC  Platoon Sergeant 11G40
1 S5gt Fire Dir Chief E1G40Q
3 Sgt Forweard Obs 11C40
3 5pP5 Fire Dir Cmpt 11C30
7 Pic Rad Tel Op 11Clo 44

Launcher grenade 40mm. . . .

Radio set AN/PRC-25 ., . ...
Svhbd tel man 5B-22/PT . . . .
Telephone set TA-312/PT . . .

{2) HEAVY MORTAR SQUARS

1 Sat Squad Leader 11C4¢0
I 5pa Moartar Gunner 11Cz20
5 Pic Ammo Bearer 1icio
1 Pic Asst Gunner ilGip
Trk platforin util 1/2-7 4x4. . .4
Mortar 8linm on mount . . , . I

11

' 12 '

- .-43_. : Rcr_nﬂ.rl».

S ARTE TANK PLATOON HEADOU

I'Lt Platoon Leader 15

1 5FC .- Platoon Sergeant 11H4t
1 Pfe  Rad Tel Op " LYHi¢
STk outil 1/4-T dwd o, o0 0L ]

Tlr amph cgo 1/4-T 2 whl . ca
Radio set AN/GREC-1Z5 ropd-
in L/4-T trk . 0 v v ¢ von w o |

{4) 106 RE SQUADS,

Squad Leader L1RTAC

1.5gt

.2 8173 Gunner L IR
2 Plc Ammo Bearer CTYHAE
2 Pfc Asst CGunner

LRI

Trk atil 1/4.7 4x4 carrte

for 10kmm rifle £
Tlr amph cgo 1/4-T:2 4
Rifle {Dhmm on mounf RN
Radxo get ANJCRC-125 mud

in1/4-T trk . B

' "'RE_MARKS

All personmel armed with
5. 5 XMIGEL eales
Swise mdicated,.

017 Also it tr{mL driver)
11

o 4:
Remask ‘B .lpp].
equad, T :

45 aPp'l.
- per sguad,
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HQ8; lét Bn, 7th Cav.
Flot Me, RVN, ZAL68069
140845 Bov 65

REFERENCE: . Map, Viet Nam, 1: so,ma.m THE Shaer, #6551 IV

S‘rha L0k

8. Enemy Forces::
(1) Possibls Battalfom vie YAS03032.
€2y Pauibla mmy o0 chu ‘Pong: uamm mmam.

N '-.(3) Fm-iblc necmt hau vie YAB60020. -

(1Y 3rd: Mc mﬂnul nesent uium of wesreh and
€2y 2ué Bu, Tth Cav sbuth of Plet Me.

."(3) 2 Bu,_ Sth- m wut: uf rhi Me,

:m. ?‘th cxv conduetn .a:&r usau}.t aper" t
aves LINE '(Ia nrtus Vluty) %0, _um&h for .

-'.':'mneenuamd an nman bedn rim '-btd mﬂ

mdcd his!l mund ta a uazim !wish;_._ef 500
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'.cenpany B will Toind first. and securs: e Lz.::i"

. * The LZ will’ be ‘geenred. uw!.ng tha techaiqua oi
e - - WMQ ouE rnemaium almta frm am '

- 'plaem. nm! numﬁag

Tbrete w111 be i ""8 wimau di.wz

'_-Fisa-SBPFo:t‘
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D. Company C:
E. Coipeny D
F. RHesdquarters Compamy: MHove to LZ on order utilizisg
2 CH &4¥'s..
£, Goprdiwatiug Instructions:
{1} Each rifle coogpany bs prepared to assume the
I missdon 6f any other rifla company i order.
(2) “€" lift frequeucy will be used.
{3} ALl rifl¢ companies take one mortar sod maximas
awwmition.
{4) All mortars will be brought fa as internal UHID
loads and placed under Company D contrel.
4.  ADMINISTRATION AMD LOGISTICS.
‘A: Ro wmules will be tiken into-objective ares watil
glaiared to -éa. a by the Battalion CO.
B. Forward Supply Potnt will be st L3 PALGON 24022092
€. Equipment laft at Plel Me will be placed m‘i’a{;_ths
Bpecial T_'at_eén*m,:.wﬂafd for ‘afy wove to LI
FALCON or X<RAY on order.
5. COMAND AND SIGMAL.
A. ‘Buttalion Comusnder inmittally with assavit company.
¥, Battalien Forward Command Post: LZ X-RAY at Battalion
CommandexTa logatioun. |
€. .Battalton Resr ﬂmnd Post! Present locatlon tal«ially.

17 FALCON on erder:

OFFICEAL: - LIC
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 ANTI-TANK PLATOON HEADOU

COMPANY HEADQUARTERS {3) SCOUT 5QUADS
< 1 Capt Company Comadr 1542 11 1 88gt  Squad Leader L1F40 1Lt Platoon Leader 1512
; 1L X0 1542 1 8gt  Asst Squad Ldr  11F40 1 SFC  Platoon Sergeant 111140
: I 185t First Sergeant 1lGso 4 5P4  Sr Scout Observer 11B20 43 1 Ffc . Rad Tel Cp LlHLO
< I 8sgt Supply Sergeant THK40 4 Pic Scout Cbserver l1iBlo 4]
1 Sgt Comm Chief 31 F4n ) Trkutil L/4.T 4x4 . . . . . . . 1
1 8P4  Armcrer 76K20 01 Lavuncher grenade 40mm. . . . 1 Tlr amph ego i/4-T 2 whi. .. |
; 1 5P4  Cornpany Clerk  T71H20 12 Radio set AN/PRC-25 , . ., , 1 Radio set AN/GRC-125 mtd
15P4 Wheel Yek Mech 63E20 in1/4-Ttrk « . v 0 00 o0 1
‘ 2 P Rad Tei Op 11B10 MORTAR PLATOON HEADGUARTERS - :
: - . _ {4} 106 RE SQUADS
’ Trk platform util 1/2-T 4x4 . . 1 b e Flateon Leader 1543 . R
3 - Lzuncher grenade 40mm. . . . 1 1 SFC  Platoon Sergeant 11C40 o 1 Sge Squad Leader llr.InD
: " Radio set AN/PRG-25 . . . . . 3 1 §5gt  Fire Dir Chief  11C40 25P4  Gunner : Hixzo
: "Telephone set TA-312/PT . . , 3 35gt  Forward Obs l1G40 2Ple Ammo Bearer . ILHIO
\ Metascope asmby image 3SP5 Fire Dir Cmpt 11c30 2Pic  Ass:t Gunner LIFto
: infrared tranzd. . . . . . ., 1 7Pic  Rad Tel Op 11C10 44
. Trk util 1/4-T 4x4 carricr
RECONNAISSANCE PLATOON HQS Launcher grenade 40mm. . ., . 2 for 106mm rifle . ... ... 8
Radio set AN/PRC-25 , , , . . 8 Tlr amph cgo 1/4-T Zwhi: . . 4
‘1Lt Platoon Leader 1542 Swbd tel man SBE-22/PT , , . . I Rifl'e t0Gmm on mount + - .. 8
"1 SFC  Platoon Sergeant 11740 Telephone set TA-312/PT . .. § R%dxo set ‘5N/GRC-12: maed
.2 Pfc Radio Tel Op 11B1G S He-Trk . e B
- . {4) HEAVY MORTAR SQUADS REMARKS
Radio set AN/PRG-25 ., . ... 2 - '
Mu.?.tascupe asmby image 1 &g Sguad Leader 11C40 1t All persennel armed with rif}
infrared tranzd., . .. ... E 2 15P4 Mortar Gunner liczo 5.56mm XMIi6E! unless othe
; : . L 5 Pic Ammo Bearer 11C10 .. .wise indicated,
o e 3 : o I Pfc  Asst Cunner 11C10 N ,
- ' 01 Alse It truck driver,
Trk platform util 1/2-T 4x4. . .} 11 Armed with plbmi autcmatm c

Mortar $lmm on mount . ., , | .45, :

) o2 A:med with launcher grenadc
. 40mm and p:stol automatn. <

S N v

e 1N Remark 12 applu:s I'.u l = M pe
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Copy #
- HQ8," 1gt Bn, ?t:ir Cav
Pléd Me, RVN, ZA168069
) 140845 Hov 65
'mmmjcrsaz..m;ﬁ-ﬁa': u'a'm?n, ”i:so,’-oo_o,,i-:.s: THE Sheet; #6551 1V
Serus 1.701
1. smzm'mx.

A -Enany ?otces:

D, !'oui.bh n.:tau.on vie u.s..soaz.
: ,<_=)-.-,?f;;_, = :f: '
- Friendly
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' Company B will iaai first, and secure the Lz,
- The I.Z will ht securad us:lng thu teehniqua of
: 1__aenﬁmg “out - recominmc | elmts from one

i {-) aasembled
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Company 43
Cowpany D:
Readqm:ra Company: Meve to LZ on order utilizing
2 CH fﬁ'_s., 7
Coordinatiug Inatruét_tqns:
(1} Each rifle ¢oppany be prepared to assume the
‘ missior. of any other rifls company »n order.
{2) ¥“C" lift frequency will be used.
{3) - All ¥ifle companies take one mortar snd maximum
smamiticn.
(4) ALl wortsrs will ba brought im ss internal UHID
loada ‘snd -phcad under Compsny D comtrol.

4. rmmzsmmu A!m LGGISTICS.

.'A_:u‘

‘B,

bo mulaa \1111 he taken im;u ohjcctive area until
elcmd to do so by the Bn:tnli.on oo, 7
Forvard ~Bupp1y_i’umt will be at LZ FALCON ZA022032.
Equipuent laft at Plei Me vill be placed inside the
Spccia; Forces cnp. prepared for air move to LZ
'-rm of X=-BAY on order.

5. jcmmun A sm

. .-Bltzali.oa Commandexr hu.t!.ully with assavit company.
. .Battuuou ?ormd Comund Post: = LZ X-RAY at Battalion
'-"Commdar s lncation | '

...;natgggm Reu‘ ccmd Past: Freseot 1&&:10:: initially,

- 1Z PALCON on order,

OFFIGHL -8
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